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Mission
Statement

The Italian American Chamber
of Commerce of Michigan

“To nurture an environment for business
and professional growth inclusive of our
Italian history and culture, that provides

our members the commercial,
educational, and charitable forums

necessary to inspire pride throughout
the Italian community, and to establish a
relationship of trust and service between
our members and our fellow citizens.”
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TIME
• 6:00 PM Board Meeting
• 6:30 PM General Membership Meeting

LOCATION
• Italian Cultural Center

43843 Romeo Plank Road, Clinton Township

Hopefully everyone has been enjoying the summer, and at
the same time looking forward to getting back to our
monthly chamber meetings.  As I mentioned in my last
Grapevine article, we planed on utilizing the July full board
meeting to solidify the rules around offering Business
Sponsorships to local businesses and organizations.  I’m
pleased to report that we were successful in doing so.  As
you may recall the proposed Business Sponsorship allows
area businesses the ability to show support to our
organization.  It is an annual sponsorship of $500 per year,
and includes payment for one individual to each of our
monthly meetings.  We plan on encouraging committee
involvement from our business sponsor representatives to
gain additional insight, however business sponsor
representative are prohibited in chairing any of our
committees.  So what are the next steps?  Invite those
businesses who you feel will add value to our organization to
become business sponsors.  
In previous articles you may recall me discussing the Italian
American Alliance for Business and Technology (IAABT).
We have been working diligently to bring our two
organizations together, to enhance the depth and breadth of
each organizations reach within the Italian and business
community.  I’m pleased to announce that moving forward
the IAABT has agreed to offer us the ability to co-sponsor
their highly publicized networking events.  This opportunity
not only allows the IACC to increase the amount of
networking we are doing, it allows us to gain very valuable
publicity on a local and regional level.  Each potential co-
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Continued on page 3

OCTOBER 7, 2009 • WEDNESDAY • MONTHLY MEETING
Networking Meeting

SEPTEMBER 2, 2009 • WEDNESDAY • MONTHLY MEETING
Scholarship Awards Evening

TIME
• 6:00 PM Board Meeting
• 6:30 PM General Membership Meeting

LOCATION
• Petruzzello’s Banquet Center

6950 Rochester Road, Troy
Guest speaker will be George Sassin,
Superintendent of Clintondale Schools
Spouses, guests invited for $40.00 fee (per person)

NOVEMBER 4, 2009  • WEDNESDAY • MONTHLY MEETING
Nomination of Officers/Board of Directors

TIME
• 6:00 PM Board Meeting
• 6:30 PM General Membership Meeting

LOCATION
• Zuccaro’s Banquet Center

46601 Gratiot Avenue, Chesterfield

DECEMBER 2, 2009  • WEDNESDAY • MONTHLY MEETING
Election of Officers/Board of Directors

TIME
• 6:00 PM Board Meeting
• 6:30 PM General Membership Meeting

LOCATION
• Fern Hill Country Club

17600 Clinton River Road, Clinton Township
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Lee Montagne Stanno Fermie, Ma La Gente Commina.

“Only the mountains remain but the people move on.”

This Old Italian proverb has certainly been true this past year
for our older members. A large number of our group are in
their later years, which could seriously effect our membership
numbers. This is why we continue to look for new and
younger men and women to join this great organization. The
proverb, Giovantu, Giovantu, Non Torma Piu! (Youth, Youth
will never return) shows us the importance of youth in our
organization.

I would first like to commend this organization for
recognizing our Past Presidents the way that they do. There is
a lot to be said for experience because not only does it reveal
success but also efforts to grow the membership that have
failed. With that I would like to thank you for listening and
learning. Many business practices have stayed the same
through the years. Just to mention a few like making service
one of your top priorities, as well as the best products
possible, and of course the best value for the money spent by
your customers. 

What has changed is the marketing of your services. The
young buyers of today look at purchasing services and
products in a different way. The way of choosing someone to
fill your needs has taken on a new approach. The days of
using the same merchant that your ancestors used are over.
You have to prove yourself all over again.  Much of this is
done by marketing techniques like networking and proper
advertising through the computer websites. The buying
public has whole new criteria for making a purchase. The
new ideas are quite different than what our forefathers had
seen. We need to look to the younger generations to
enlighten us on the wants and needs of the younger buyers.

As I look at our Board of Directors and Officers I am
proud to say we are moving in the right direction. If we
keep understanding each other and work together, our
Chamber of Commerce will continue to grow and prosper
for years to come.

The following are excerpts from a booklet called “A Father’s Book
of Wisdom”.  The booklet was compiled from notes that the
author’s father had saved over the years.  The author, H. Jackson
Brown, Jr., commented that “Dad never told us how to be
successful and happy- he just gave us the opportunity to watch
him do it.”

This column is dedicated to H. Jackson Brown, Sr. and to
my Dad too.

Achievement: “Don’t let what you cannot do interfere with what
you can do.” – John Wooden

Attitude: “There is nothing either good or bad, but thinking
makes it so.” – William Shakespeare

Business: “Regardless of what company you work for, never
forget the most important product you are selling is
your self.” – H. Jackson Brown, Sr.

Character: “If you don’t stand For something, you’ll fall for
anything.” – Unknown

Courage: “What matters is not the size of the dog in the fight,
but the size of the fight in the dog.”
– Coach Bear Bryant

Excellence: “Good enough – Isn’t.” – Bill Morelli

Failure: “Don’t judge those who try and fail.  Judge only
those who fail to try.” – H. Jackson Brown, Sr.

Friendship: “A friend is a gift you give yourself.”
– Robert Louis Stevenson

Happiness: ”Success is getting what you want.  Happiness is
liking what you get.” – H. Jackson Brown, Sr.

Kindness: “Real generosity is doing something nice for someone
who’ll never find it out.”  – Frank A. Clark

Opportunity: “A wise man will make more opportunities than he
finds.” – Francis Bacon

Persistence: “Success seems to be largely a matter of hanging on
after others have let go.” – William  Feather

Success: “The true measure of success is not what you have,
but what you can do without.” 
– H. Jackson Brown, Sr.

Values: “There is never a wrong time to do the right thing.”
– H. Jackson Brown, Sr.

Ciao.

William A. Morelli, Sr.

MOTIVATIONAL MOMENTS
Fall 2009

By William A. Morelli, Sr.
Thought’s to Live By:

Continued on page 3
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� ACCOUNTANT/CPA
Lazzara & Co, P.C., CPA’s
David Lazzara
16010 19 Mile, Ste. 102
Clinton Twp., MI 48038
(586) 263-1000
dlazzara@lazzaracpa.com

Metzler Locricchio Serra
& Co., PC 
Michael A. Locricchio, J.D., CPA
1800 West Big Beaver Rd., 
Ste. 100
Troy, MI 48084
(248) 822-9010

� ATTORNEYS &
COUNSELORS AT LAW

Lucido & Manzella, P.C.
Attorneys and
Counselors at Law
Peter J. Lucido/Vincenzo Manzella
39999 Garfield Road
Clinton Township, MI 48038
(586) 228-3900

Ruggirello, Velardo, Novara &
Ver Beek, P.C. 
Armand Velardo
65 Southbound Gratiot
Mt. Clemens, MI  48043
(586) 469-8660 – Office
(586) 918-3380 – Cell

Joseph Toia, P.C. 
47678 Van Dyke
Shelby Township, MI  48317
(586) 254-1300

� AUTO DEALER
Lochmoor Chrysler Jeep, Inc
Gus Russo
18165 Mack Ave.
Detroit, MI 48224
(313) 886-3000
(586) 615-3576 Cell

� BANQUET CENTERS/
RESTAURANTS

Andiamo Italia
Joseph P. Vicari
7096 14 Mile Road
Warren, MI 48092
(586) 268-3200
• 12 Restaurants in

Metro Detroit
• Visit us at

www.andiamoitalia.com

� BANQUET CENTERS/
RESTAURANTS

DeCarlo’s Banquet &
Convention Center
Gary A. DeCarlo
6015 E. 10 Mile Rd.
Warren, MI 48091
(586) 759-6500
• One of Southeast

Michigan’s Finest
• Full Catering Facilities
• Join our Friends & Family

program to save $$

Zuccaro Banquets & Catering
Dino Zuccaro
46601 Gratiot
Chesterfield, MI  48051
(586) 949-4110

� CONTRACTORS
Corrado Contracting, LLC 
Paul D. Corrado
27530 Fairfield
Warren, MI  48088
(586)758-3732

� DENTISTRY FOR
THE FAMILY

D.C. Bonadeo, D.D.S., P.C.
David C. Bonadeo, D.D.S.
Precision Aesthetic Dentistry
751 Chestnut, Suite 101
Birmingham, MI  48009
(248) 647-2109
• 20% off services this month

� EMPLOYEE
BENEFIT PLANS

Professional Benefit Planners
James Milkey
16401 E. 9 Mile
Eastpointe, MI  48021
(586)445-8800
• Providing Business

Solutions

� EYE DOCTOR/
OPTOMETRY

St. Clair Eye of Shelby
Charles G. Shermetaro, O.D.
48873 Hayes @ 22 Mile Road
Shelby Twp., MI 48315
(586) 247-2121
Complete Optometric Services

� FUNERAL HOMES
Wujek-Calcaterra & Sons
Larry Calcaterra
36900 Schoenherr
Sterling Heights, MI  48312
(586) 826-8550

� HOTEL
Concorde Inn Hotel 
Banquet/Conference Facilities
Steve Stolaruk
44315 Gratiot Avenue
Clinton Township, MI  48035
(586) 493-7300-office
(248) 521-3043-cell

� INSURANCE
Timpa Insurance
James G. Timpa
39378 Aynesley
Clinton Twp., MI 48038
(586) 226-1550

� INVESTMENTS
Great Lakes Wealth
Planning, Inc.
Sam P. Ventimiglia, CLU, RHU
Financial Consultant
18000 Mack Avenue
Grosse Pointe, MI  48230
(313) 343-5660
Securities offered through
LPL Financial
Member FINRA/SIPC

� NEWSPAPERS
The Italian Tribune.
Dominic LaRosa
Advertising Executive
(586) 915-8898-cell
(586) 783-3260-office

� PROFESSIONAL
EMPLOYER
ORGANIZATAION

Employees Only
“Your Human Resources
Department”.
Mario Apruzzese
3256 University Drive
Suite 25
Auburn Hills, MI  48326
(248) 276-0950-office
(248) 276-0955-fax
(248) 276-0926-direct

� TOOL & DIE
Tape Master Tool Co.
David F. Galli
Daniel A. Galli
900 Rochester Rd.
Troy, MI 48083
(248) 616-8880
Precision CNC Machining
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Try this delicious
recipe compliments of:

Creamy Pasta Primavera  
Ingredients:
1. 4 ounces spaghetti 
2. 1/3 cup butter, divided 
3. 1/2 cup chopped

green onions 
4. 1/4 cup sliced green

bell pepper 
5. 1/4 cup sliced red

bell peppers 
6. 1 (4 ounce) can

mushrooms, drained 
7. 3/4 cup milk 
8. 1 (8 ounce) package

cream cheese 
9. 2 cups diced

cooked ham 
10. 1/3 cup grated

Parmesan chees
Directions:
1. Bring a large pot of lightly
salted water to a boil. Add
pasta and cook for 8 to
10 minutes or until
aldente; drain. 
2. In a skillet, melt 1/4 cup of
the butter. Sauté green
onions, green peppers, red
peppers and mushrooms.
Add cream cheese and milk
and stir over low heat until
cream cheese is melted. Stir
in ham and parmesan
cheese. Toss spaghetti with
remaining butter. Combine
with cream cheese mixture;
toss lightly.
Serving Info:
Makes 6 servings 
Serve With:
Garlic toast
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Continued from page 2
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sponsoring event opportunity will be brought to our
board by the IAABT for the board’s approval.  If
approved, that’s when we will need your help.  It’s
important to attend these events, not only because of our
involvement, but because of the fact that they offer each
and every one of us enormous business and networking
opportunities.  In a climate where more and more of our
success is dependant on our ability to network, and we
are faced with living in a global community, when would
be a good time to start taking action?
.Recently I met with Wayne County Executive Robert A.
Ficano.  He has agreed to offer his services in helping the
IACC explore “Business to Business” opportunities.  I
will have more for you on that in the weeks and months
to come.
I look forward to seeing each of you at our next meeting.
Thank You,
Ned R. Piccinini
President

Continued from page 1Notes from the President Chairman’s Corner

IN  MEMORY

Long time active member, and Past President 1981-1983
of The Italian American Chamber of Commerce. Current
President of the Italian American Cultural Center.
Throughout the years, he remained active with many other
Italian organizations.  Among them are the Americans of
Italian Origin (AIO), the AMICUS Club, Club Pacentro,
the Columbus Day Celebration Committee,  and the
Federazione Abruzzese.

Hon. Anthony Sanfemio
10/09/1926 – 07/20/2009

Long time member of the Italian American Chamber of
Commerce, active within the Archives Committee. John
was a proud member of The Bruce Post, The Berkley
American Legion, Federazione D'Abruzzo and The
Bariscianotti Club

John DeNardo
01/31/1925 – 06/23/2009

Summer is winding down and fall is around the corner.
Regular meetings will begin and I hope to see more
attendance and enthusiasium. In this economic downturn
our organization is willing to work out compromise with
dues payments which we hope will increase membership and
hold those we have who may be having a difficult time. We
have to be optimistic that the economy will get better and
things will get back to some normalcy. I hope to see more of
you at the meetings and enjoying the new networking
programs, and also, please bring a friend.

Your Chairman of the Board;
Paul R. Calcaterra

Our thoughts and prayers are with you at this time.
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Bagnasco & Calcaterra
Funeral Home

Paul R. Calcaterra
Funeral Goods & Services
Discount on services offered

Creations Salon
Patricia Piccinini
Hair Care/Beauty Supplies
Men & Women
10% discount on services

BMI John A. Buffa
Internet Electronics & Cutlery
Auto/Marine GPS
10% discount

D.C. Bonadeo, DDS, PC
Dr. David C. Bonadeo
Precision Aesthetic Dentistry
10% off services 
Members & Family

DeCarolis Dental Assoc.
Dr. John A. DeCarolis
Tooth Bleaching, Cleaning, 
Crowns, Bridges, Dentures
Partials, Fillings, Etc.
10% off in office services

Employees Only
Mario D. Apruzzese, CPA
Business Improvement
Cost Management, Benefits,
401(k), HR consulting
20% discount on annual
services

Fontana Construction
Frank Gianetti
Excavation/Grading
Sewer/Water
10% discount

Great Lakes Wealth Planning
Sam Ventimiglia
Financial Services, Investments
Insurance
1st meeting no charge consult.

Imaging Colors, L.L.C.
Joseph Navaroli
Painting – Interior, Exterior
Residential & Commercial
50% off labor, expires 2008

Kingswood Lanes
Gerardo Pavone
Bowling/Lounge/Grill
20% discount for Fundraisers,
Corporate/Birthday events

Lucido Insurance Agency, Inc.
Joseph P. Lucido
Auto/Home/Business
Workers Compensation
Occupational  group discounts

Marketplace Promotions
Anthony M. Rubino

Ad Specialties/
Promotional Items
Hats, Jackets, Shirts, Pens, Etc.
10% discount

Michigan Box Company
Carl B. Fontana
Manufacturer/Corrugated Boxes,
Packaging/Point of
Purchase Displays
5% discount on first order

Michigan Floors, Inc.
Charles Promesso
Floor Covering, Carpet, Vinyl,
Wood, Laminate & Installation
20% discount on material,
excluding labor

Mid-City Real Estate Nottingham
Appraisal Peter A. Fuciarelli
Real Estate Appraisal &
Brokerage

10% off gross fee that I receive

Millenium Family Dental
Kathleen Abate
Dental Office
10% off all dental services &
products

Mirage Banquet Center
John DiGiuseppe
Banquets & Catering specialist
Services for any occasion
5% off any event at the hall
10% off all catering

Perfect View Blinds John Gentilia
Window Treatments
Blinds, Shades & Shutters
Free measuring & installation
Discounted Prices

Picano’s Restaurant Dominic Picano
Restaurant & Lounge
15% discount

Randazzo Fresh Market
Salvatore (Sonny) Randazzo
Food Retail/Fresh Foods
$5 off any purchase of $50 or
more excluding beer/wine      

Raymond James & Associates
Ralph J. Koss Financial
ServicesWealth Mgmt.

One hour free consultation and
Portfolio review

Roselli Wholesale Foods
Anthony Roselli
Food & Restaurant Supplies
Italian Specialties in our store
Wholesale prices/periodic 
Chamber member sales.

Ruggirelli, Velatdo, Novara & 
Ver Beek, P.C. Armand Velardo

Law Firm/Legal Services
20% discount on legal services

Dr. Ramo A. Salerno, Optometrist
Eye exams, glasses,
contact lenses
10% discount on materials

Santia Realty
Alfredo Santia
Commercial Real Estate
Rental of Commercial Property
30% discount on rental units

Carmen J. Duke Scrafano
Life Insurance/Estate Planning
50 years experience
No fees for professional services

Sam Sorrento Pizza Al Marino
Pizza/Carry-Out
Subs, Pasta & Ribs
10% discount

Sr. Clair Eye (Optometry)
Charles G. Shermetaro, O.D.
Complete Optometric Services
15% discount
(on non-insured service or
materials)

John R. Tatone  Associates
John R. Tatone

Law Firm/Estate
Planning/Collections
Free Will, with the purchase of
complete Estate plan, including
a trust

Joseph Toia, PC Joseph Toia
Attorney, Legal Services
10% discount on all legal
services

Valente’s Men’s Formalwear
Mark Valente, Jr.
Tuxedo rentals & sales
Tuxedo accessories
20% discount

IACCM MEMBERSHIP
DISCOUNTS/OFFERS Italian American Chamber of Commerce

John B. Agosta Memorial
26th Annual Golf Outing
Fern Hill Country Club

Hey… did any one see where my ball went?

Past President Sam Ventimiglia and Rick DiBartolomeo

Immediate Past President
Ron DiBartolomeo

1st Vice President
Tom Bommarito
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Italian-American Chamber of
Commerce Birthdays for:

September
9/6 Ventimiglia, Joseph P.
9/8 Lucido, Joseph 
9/10 Cavaliere, Ray
9/10 Seifert, Michael
9/11 Piccirilli, Umberto
9/14 Agosta, Andrew
9/21 Lazzara, David Alan
9/22 Pianello, Vito
9/28 Puzzuoli, Joseph P.
9/28 Promesso, Charles

October
10/2 Roselli, Anthony
10/4 Cancro, Frank
10/5 Messina, Steve 
10/7 Palazzolo, Frank J. 
10/9 Sanfemio, Hon. Anthony
10/11 Vettese, Jr., Frank J.

October
10/13 DeRita, Michael G.
10/23 Scrafano, Carmen J. Duke
10/24 Del Pup, Armen
10/30 Penna, George
10/31 DiLorenzo, Tony

Novemeber
11/2 Beaudette, Floyd C.
11/2 DiBartolomeo, Ronald A.
11/5 Catenacci, Michael T. 
11/10 Marchiori, William R.
11/11 Marino, Al
11/15 Koss, Ralph
11/17 Milkey, James A.
11/18 Galli, Daniel A.
11/18 Gentilia, John J.
11/25 Calcaterra, Lawrence
11/26 Pellegrino, Joseph R.

Italian American Chamber of Commerce

John B. Agosta Memorial
26th Annual

Scholarship Golf Outing
Thank you to all the Chamber members and
friends who supported this years outing.
This year the Chamber awarded a total of
$11,000 to 12 scholarships recipients.  The
awards range from $500.00 to the $1,500.00
Lido Bucci Award.  Without your support, this
event would not be possible. Congratulations to
the recipients!

Andy Agosta, Chairman, Golf Committee
Joseph Toia, Chairman, Scholarship Committee
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JOHN B. AGOSTA
MEMORIAL GOLF OUTING

SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS 2009

Paige Aiello
Brandon Busuito
Anthony Pecchia

Alessandra Caccamo
Jacob Burke

Alexander DiBartolomeo
Renee Cavaliere
Patricia DeLuca
Adam Scarchilli
Gerald Rubino

Anna Maria Lucido
Sara Palazzolo
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