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The Grapevine

Upcoming
EVENTS

Notes from the
PRESIDENT

For, lo, the winter has past,

The rain is over and gone;

The flowers appear on the earth;

The time of the singing of birds has come,

And the voice of the turtle is heard in our land.   
		                  ~  Song of Solomon 2:11-12

That was the way the great Tigers announcer Ernie Harwell 
would greet his audience before the first broadcast of the 
spring. So with that HAPPY SPRING. Now that another long 
winter is over we can enjoy the annual rites of spring like 
the Red Wings starting another playoff run (24 straight) and 
of course the Tigers starting the marathon towards another 
Central Division title. 

We at the IACCM also had a nice start to spring with our 
April wine tasting. The efforts of Anthony Apone - who 
organized the wine distributors, and Lucia DiCicco - who put 
together the delicious menu with Chef Alex at The Cultural 
Center were greatly appreciated. It was nice to see the great 
turnout for this meeting. Everyone seemed to enjoy this as an 
alternative to our normal format. Also at the April meeting we 
welcomed three new members. Michael Notte , Nino Messina 
and Joe Rubino. Hopefully you three will enjoy attending our 
monthly meetings and I look forward to seeing you. 

Coming up on May 6th is our annual reverse raffle – Festa 
Della Lira. This year’s event is being held at Eastpointe 
Manor. As of today there are a few tickets left for the raffle. 
If you’d like to purchase a ticket please contact Debbie at 
the Chamber office. Please remember that even if you don’t 
have a ticket you can still come to this event as it’s a regularly 
scheduled meeting. 

Rounding out our spring is our annual scholarship night on 

MAY 6, 2015 • WEDNESDAY • MONTHLY MEETING
FESTA DELLA LIRA

TIME
• 6:00 PM Board Meeting
• 6:30 PM General Membership Meeting
LOCATION
• Eastpointe Manor
   24611 Gratiot Avenue, Eastpointe

JUNE 3, 2015 • WEDNESDAY • MONTHLY MEETING
SCHOLARSHIP AWARDS PRESENTATION
TIME
• 6:00 PM Board Meeting
• 6:30 PM General Membership Meeting
LOCATION
• Petruzzello’s Banquet Center
   6950 Rochester Road, Troy

JUNE 22, 2015 • MONDAY
32nd ANNUAL MEMORIAL GOLF OUTING

Honoring Paul Calcaterra 
 TIME
• Lunch served at 10:30 AM
• 12 Noon Shotgun Start
LOCATION
• Scalawag’s Country Club
   52100 Fairchild, Chesterfield
SEPTEMBER 2, 2015 • WEDNESDAY • MONTHLY MEETING
TIME
• 6:00 PM Board Meeting
• 6:30 PM General Membership Meeting
LOCATION
• DeCarlo’s Banquet Center
   6015 East 10 Mile Road, Eastpointe Continued on page 2
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Motivational Moments – 
Fall 2013

By William A. Morelli, Sr.

Chairman’s
CORNER

In Memoriam
Mario Signorelli, IACCM 
member, passed away at the age 
of 75 on April 24, 2015.  

Please keep him and his family in 
your thoughts and prayers!

Chamber Archives 
– sharing our history

At our most recent Archive meeting (Dec. 2014) we 
came across an old photo, perhaps thirty five years old.  
This is a picture of five smiling men who had gathered 
for the purpose of being recognized for their efforts in 
raising funds for the Statue of Liberty restoration project.  
This was a national program being led by the then CEO 
of the Chrysler Corporation, Lido (Lee) Iacocca. 

This great picture, part of our Archive history, shows 
five smiling faces, which clearly indicated by facial 
expressions, the pride and satisfaction they got from 
their participation in this great national program.  We 
all know the restoration project was a great success and 
all accomplished by private donations.    The Statue was 
reopened to the public on the July Fourth weekend of 
1986.  Who were the people in this photograph; they 
were all IACCM Chamber members who have gone to 
that special place we call Heaven.  They are Amperio 
Carli, Russell Gambino, Charles Marinelli, Edward 
Rondino and Hon. Anthony Sanfemio.

Let us take a moment to remember these fine gentlemen, 
and honor them by saying “rest in peace”. We will not 
refer to you as past members, but as “always members; 
in memoriam”. Thank you for your part in making this 
the fine organization it is. 

Death is not an easy thing to talk about.  We request that 
you occasionally go to our Memoriam in the Archive 
section of our website and review the names.  These are 
the people that led the cause and as we are, were proud 
of their heritage. That is a good thing.
                                                                                                                                                      
Chamber members; be well, proud of who you are and 
of what you do. 

The IACCM Archive committee, 

P. Calcaterra, G. Esposito and F. Pompa 3/5/2015

PRO BONO NIGHT 

Wednesday, May 20th, 2015 

6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. 

at the 

ITALIAN AMERICAN CULTURAL SOCIETY 

 

 
      
      
     

      

The Italian American Bar Association  
of Michigan 

Announces 

      43843 Romeo Plank Road 
      Clinton Township, MI  48038 
 

The Italian American Bar Association of Michigan will be hosting a Pro Bono 
Legal Day on May 20, 2015, during which volunteer-attorneys from our 
organization will be available (at no charge) to provide general guidance on a 
broad range of topics, including, immigration, family law, real estate, general 
business, and employment law. This event is intended to fulfill our 
organization’s commitment to providing legal education for the benefit of our 
community. 

 

 

If you have further questions, please contact:  Randall J. Chioini (Pres.) - 586.465.4900 

  

 

Notes From The President 
Continued from page 1   
June 3rd at Petruzzello’s. Since we’ve moved the scholarship 
night to June we always get a good showing from the 
recipients, not to mention it’s nice meeting these kids in 
person. 

The last thing I have to mention is that this year’s golf outing 
is a sellout. It’s wonderful to have this great showing on a 
day when we’ll be honoring Paul Calcaterra. If you do not 
have tickets for golf you can still purchase tickets for the 
dinner portion of the program. If that’s not possible hole 
sponsorships are still available. I look forward to seeing 
everyone at these events.

Ciao!
David F Galli
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ALSO FEATURING LIVE 
PERFORMANCES BY...

Mark Randisi, The Simone Vitale Band...  
and many more!

JULY 17-19, 2015

FREEDOM HILL 
COUNTY PARK

THE WEEKEND WHEN EVERYONE’S ITALIAN!

Headlining Acts on the Lucido Family Stage:

LENA PRIMA
Does a tribute to her father,   
the legendary Louie Prima

AARON CARUSO 
This Michigan native is a gifted 
Sicilian-American Tenor

BEST 
ITALIAN 
FOOD  

in Metro Detroit!

National & Local Entertainment    Italian Wines & Beer    Family Fun Zone

WIN A 
FIAT 500 
LEASE!

Restaurant Group

PRESENTING SPONSORS
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What’s Your 
Retirement Number?

Sam Ventimiglia, CLU®, RHU 
President 

 
How much money will you need in retirement?  
For most of us, the answer is not at all clear.  
Retirement does not have to be a mystery.  

A five-minute calculation can help you determine the 
amount you may need to enjoy the lifestyle you want.

Contact us today to learn the answer to one of the  
most important questions about your retirement.

Great Lakes Wealth Planning, Inc. 
26107 Harper Avenue, St. Clair Shores, MI 48081 

Office: (586) 773-6800  Toll Free: (877) SAM-VENT  Fax: (586) 773-6801 
Email: sam.ventimiglia@lpl.com  Website: www.glwealthplanning.com 

Securities offered through LPL Financial, Member FINRA/SIPC 

May
5/1	 Signorelli, Mario	
5/2	 Caccamo, Gaetano	
5/4	 Russo, Agostino
5/5	 Morelli, Jr., Frank	
5/7	 Agosta, Anthony Allan	
5/7	 Valente Jr., Mark	
5/12	 Russo, John	
5/13	 Lucido, Paul G.	
5/14	 Calcaterra, Paul R.	
5/15	 Pirrone, Joseph	
5/16	 Velardo, Armand	
5/17	 Giarmarco, Julius H.
5/17	 Paglia, Enzo	
5/19	 Varanelli, Jeffrey	
5/23	 Scalzi, Frank	
5/26	 Marino, Frank	
5/28	 Maniaci, Frank	
5/30	 Lawroski, Eric	

June
6/1	 Viviano, Anthony J.	
6/2	 Nagy, Charles	
6/2	 Locricchio, Michael	
6/3	 LaRosa, Dominic J.	
6/7	 Benenati, Dr. Anthony V.	
6/12	 Pavlick, Marty	
6/15	 Ventimiglia, Christina M.	
6/22	 Provenzano, Nunzio	
6/26	 DiGiuseppe, Jr., John	
6/26	 Bonaldi, Ezio	
6/29	 Ruggeri, Philip	

July
7/1	 Pompa, Frank		
7/1	 Apone, Anthony	
7/2	 Bernabei, Frank A.	
7/2	 Morelli Sr., William A.	
7/4	 Scaglione, Albert P.	
7/14	 DeCarolis, John	
7/15	 Varano, Sal Mario	
7/15	 Fontana, Carl	
7/18	 Galli, David F.	
7/18	 Timpa, James
7/18	 Deldin, Mark F.	
7/19	 Viviano, Paul	
7/22	 Baffo, Matthew	
7/24	 Schnepper, Roy	
7/29	 Simone, MD, Piero A.	
7/30	 Grimaudo, Joseph	
7/31	 Lucido, Peter J.

August
8/2	 Seleno, Andrew A.	
8/3	 Toia, Joseph	
8/4	 Pascaretta, Antonio	
8/7	 Belcastro, Domenico	
8/9	 DiPiazza, John	
8/11	 Maceroni, Hon. Peter	
8/12	 Bossio, Alan J.	
8/17	 Bergmann, John P.	
8/19	 Militello, Stefano
8/22	 Giordano, Anthony	
8/23	 Zuccaro, Dino	
8/25	 Salerno, Sr., Ramo A.	
8/26	 Petruzzello, Frank
8/28	 Messina, Nino	
8/29	 Ventimiglia, Sam P.	 	

Motivational Moments – 
SPRING 2015

By William A. Morelli, Sr.

As we get into this warm season, may we remember 
to be grateful for all the gifts we are given everyday. 
Remember that every day you have another 86,400 
seconds to do something positive or not – the choice is 
yours.   To help you choose the right things, I share with 
you the following:

•	 Be kinder than necessary.
•	 Look for opportunities to make people feel 			 
	 important.
•	 Don’t forget, we are judged by what we give, not by 		
	 what we get.
•	 Every morning, wake up and say, “Dear Lord, I don’t 		
	 want anything better, just send me more of the same.”
•	 Make the most of the best and the least of the worst.
•	 Remember that to love and to be loved is the 			
	 greatest joy in the world.
•	 Remember that a successful marriage depends on 		
	 two things: (1) finding the right person, and (2) 		
		  being the right person.
•	 Children spell “love” T-I-M-E.
•	 When you walk your talk, people listen.

And finally - remember to Smile, Give Hugs and Tell 
Someone You Love Them.

Italian-American Chamber of Commerce 
Birthdays for: 



5

March 4, 2015 Meeting  •  San Marino Club

Guest speakers Nancy Gross and June 
Foyt of the Small Business Association 

with President David Galli

Proceeds from the Festa Della Lira basket 
of cheer go to benefit “ruff” and the 

Leader Dogs for the Blind!

Great Turnout as expected at San Marino Club!Members awaiting a wonderful dinner!

April 1, 2015  •  Italian Cultural Center Meeting & Wine Tasting Event
Special thanks to Anthony Apone and Lucia DiCicco for coordinating the wonderful wine tasting!

2135 - 2147 – 2143 – 2152 – 

5
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Fashion.
Food.
Family.
Finances.
Festivities.
Faces.
Fun.
Macomb Now Magazine gives you interesting 
stories about topics important to you: local 
residents doing the extraordinary, can’t miss 
events, insightful advice, trending fashion, 
delectable dishes, and more! Subscribe today and 
remind yourself why you choose Macomb County 
to live, work and play. Call 855.622.6621 or find us 
online at MacombNowMagazine.com
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PLUS:

SUMMER 2014

  
 Angels in the Sky

OutdOOr
dining
guide

U.S. Navy Blue Angels Come to Selfridge

Taking life 
Outdoors 

CRAFT beeR 
mAComb bRewS

LAke ST. CLAiR  
boATeRS’ dReAm

CULinARy inSTiTUTe 
FUTURe CheFS

Summer 2014  | ISSN 2157-1988

SuMMer
funguide

exPAnded  
CALendAR  
oF eVenTS

Look InsIde

PLUS:

FALL 2014

  
 Teachers of the Year

  PRO
FOOTBALL

Fashion for Back to School

HARD CIDER 

SCREAM PARK 
HAUNTED HOUSES

PARENTS & SENIORS 
SANDWICH GENERATION

TAILGATE PARTY 
SHARING RECIPES

Fall 2014  | ISSN 2157-1988

Made Easy   

Four Times a Year!

Spring 2015   ISSN 2157-1988 SPRING CLEANING 
DECORATING TIPS

SPRING 1975 
MOTHERHOOD

SUBMARINES 
FRIENDSHIPS

PLUS:

SPRING 2015

Macomb Now’s Pub Crawl

MACOMB
KITCHENS

Welcome Fashion
   Into Your Home

Step Inside Real
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 ACCOUNTING/CPA
Metzler Locricchio Serra & Co., PC
Michael A. Locricchio, J.D., CPA
1800 West Big Beaver Rd., Ste. 100
Troy, MI 48084
(248) 822-9010 • www.mlscocpa.com

 AUTOMOBILE DEALERSHIP
Blue Water Chrysler Dodge Jeep
Gus Russo – John Russo
4080 24th Avenue • Port Huron, MI  48059
(586) 615-3585  • (810) 385-4481
Used Cars/Trucks  • Parts & Service/Body Shop

 AUTOMOBILE REPAIR
Butler’s Collision, Inc.
Roy Schnepper
17878 E. 13 Mile Road • Roseville, MI  48066
(586) 775-5750
Make Your Decision at Butler’s Collision
Personal Service / Professional Results

 BANQUET CENTERS/ RESTAURANTS
Mirage Banquet Center
John DiGiuseppe
16980 18 Mile Road • Clinton Township, MI  48038
(586) 228-2222
www.themiragebanquets.com
“Where elegance is always affordable”
Special discount for IACCM members

Fern Hill Golf Club
Dario Lanni
17600 Clinton River Road
Clinton Township, MI  48038
586-286-4700 • www.fernhillgc.com
“The perfect venue for your special event!”

DeCarlo’s Banquet Center
Gary A. DeCarlo
6015 E. 10 Mile Road • Warren, MI  48091
(586)759-6500
Family owned and operated business since 1969
7 banquet rooms accommodating
35 to 1400 guests

 CATERING
V.P. Catering by Mirage
John DiGiuseppe
16980 18 Mile Road
Clinton Township, MI  48038
(586)790-4300
www.vpcatering.com
“What catering was meant to be!”
Special discount for IACCM members

 EMPLOYEE BENEFIT PLANS
Professional Benefit Planners
James Milkey
16401 E. 9 Mile • Eastpointe, MI 48021
(586) 445-8800
Your Benefits Team
Providing Positive Solutions
All Carriers Represented

 EYE DOCTOR/OPTOMETRY
St. Clair Eye of Shelby
Charles G. Shermetaro, O.D.
48873 Hayes Road • Shelby Township, MI  48315
(586) 247-2121
Complete Optometric Services
Most Insurances Accepted
15% Discount on all eye wear, excluding 
insurance, other discounts and contacts.
www.stclaireyeoptometry.com

 FLOORING/CARPETING
Michigan Floors, Inc.
Chuck Promesso
43978 N. Gratiot • Clinton Township, MI  48036
(586) 465-6980
Carpet – Wood – Laminate – Vinyl
40 Years Serving Metro Area
Up to 20% discount on materials
 
 FUNERAL HOMES
Wujek-Calcaterra & Sons
Larry Calcaterra
36900 Schoenherr • Sterling Heights, MI  48312
(586) 826-8550
54880 Van Dyke • Shelby Twp., MI  48316
(586) 677-4000

 INSURANCE
Timpa Insurance
James G. Timpa
39378 Aynesley • Clinton Twp., MI 48038
(586) 226-1550
Providing Pension Plans  and
Medicare Supplement Plans
Free Consultations

 INVESTMENTS/FINANCIAL  ADVISORS
Great Lakes Wealth
Planning, Inc.
Sam P. Ventimiglia, CLU, RHU • Colin Casey, CFP®
Financial Consultants
26107 Harper • St. Clair Shores, MI 48081
(586) 773-6800 • www.glwealthplanning.com
Securities offered through LPL Financial
Member FINRA/SIPC

Premiere Estate Planners, LLC
Donald P. Carnaghi
16950 19 Mile Rd. • Clinton Twp., MI  48038
(586) 228-7772
Independent Fee Only RIA
Get a second opinion •  Portfolio Review

Grapevine Membership Business Directory

We Specialize In:
• Banquets • Awards Dinners • Weddings • Dances • Political Rallies 

• Retirements • Showers • Church Events • Catering to your location • School  & Scout Banquets

  One of Michigan’s
Largest Banquet Facilities 

 www.decarlosbanquets.com

Join Our Friends and Family Program and save $$$ 

1-586-759-6500
6015 E. 10 Mile Rd.  – Just south of I-696   

 ½ Block East of Mound
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OFFICERS

PRESIDENT
David F. Galli

1ST VICE PRESIDENT
Vito Pianello

2ND VICE PRESIDENT
David A. Lazzara

SECRETARY
Stefano Militello

FINANCIAL SECRETARY
Michael Locricchio

TREASURER
Antonio DeLuca

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

CHAIRMAN
Ronald A. DiBartolomeo

PAST PRESIDENTS 2015
Paul Calcaterra
Thomas Lanni

TERMS ENDING 2015
Charles F. Colombo
Peter A. Fuciarelli

Charles G. Shermetaro, OD

TERMS ENDING 2016
Anthony R. Giordano, DPM

Mark D. Garagiola
Nunzio Provenzano

TERMS ENDING 2017
Daniel Galli

Frank J. Palazzolo
Angela Pippi

PAST PRESIDENTS COUNCIL

IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT
Andrew Agosta

PAST PRESIDENTS COUNCIL
2013 Joseph P. Ventimiglia

2011 Joseph Toia, Esq.
2010 Thomas Bommarito

2009 Ned R. Piccinini
2008 Ronald A. DiBartolomeo
2007 Salvatore P. Ventimiglia
2006 William A. Morelli, Sr.

2004 Paul Calcaterra
2000 Benedetto Marrocco

1999 Augustino Russo
1994 Angelo Lanni

1991 Thomas B. Lanni
1979 Frank Pompa

1978 Mark Valente, Jr.
1974 Joseph GrimaudoGrimaudo

The Italian American Chamber of Commerce of Michigan

Mission
Statement

The Italian American 
Chamber of Commerce  

of Michigan
“To nurture an environment 
for business and professional 
growth inclusive of our Italian 

history and culture, that provides 
our members the commercial, 

educational, and charitable 
forums necessary to inspire pride 
throughout the Italian community, 

and to establish a relationship 
of trust and service between our 

members and our fellow citizens.”
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Administrative Asst.
Editor
Deborah Demick

Graphics/Printing
America’s Finest Printing

Photography
Angela Pippi
John Gentilia
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