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The Grapevine

Upcoming
EVENTS

Notes from the
PRESIDENT

As happens every year, summer seems to go by faster and 
faster. With that said… welcome back chamber members 
from our 2 month break.  At least with our September 
meeting being before Labor Day it doesn’t feel like summer 
is over just yet. The September meeting at DeCarlo’s 
Banquet Center will feature DTE Electric President and CEO 
Jerry Norcia as our guest speaker.  I look forward to a great 
turnout. 

Congratulations to Past President Joe Toia on his 
appointment by Governor Rick Snyder to the Macomb 
County Circuit Court. This is a well-deserved appointment. 

Our Festa Della Lira event held at Eastpointe Manor in May 
was very successful raising $11000. Also, the basket of 
cheer portion of the raffle raised $1900 for the leader dogs 
of the blind. Benny Bommarito and his staff did a wonderful 
job as always with dinner and hors d’oeuvres. Thank you 
Tony Giordano, Chuck Shermetaro and their committee for 
their efforts in organizing this event. 

Next up was our golf outing in June held at Scalawags. 
Unfortunately the golf was cut a bit short because of the 
weather but that didn’t put a damper on the day. We had 
a great turnout and raised over $10000 for our scholarship 
fund.  Andy Agosta, Gus Russo, and their committee should 
be applauded for their efforts year after year raising money 
for our kids benefit. 

Looking ahead to October’s meeting we’ll be having a 
networking meeting. So anyone that would like to do a 
presentation of their company please contact Vito Pianello.

This year’s memorial mass at Holy Family Church will 
be November 8th at 11:30 a.m.,  followed by a pancake 
breakfast. Details regarding transportation etc. will come at 
a later date. 

I hope to see you at DeCarlo’s.

Ciao!

David F. Galli

SEPTEMBER 2, 2015 • WEDNESDAY • MONTHLY MEETING
Guest speaker – Jerry Norcia, President and CEO, DTE Energy
TIME • 6:30 PM General Membership Meeting
LOCATION
• DeCarlo’s Banquet Center
   6015 East 10 Mile Road, Warren

OCTOBER 7, 2015 • WEDNESDAY • MONTHLY MEETING
Networking Meeting

TIME • 6:00 PM Board Meeting
• 6:30 PM General Membership Meeting
LOCATION
• Zuccaro’s Banquet Center
   46601 Gratiot, Chesterfield
NOVEMBER 4, 2015 • WEDNESDAY • MONTHLY MEETING

Nomination of Officers/Board of Directors
Guest Speaker – Macomb County Executive Mark Hackel
TIME • 6:00 PM Board Meeting
• 6:30 PM General Membership Meeting
LOCATION
• Rivercrest Banquet Center
   900 West Avon Rd., Rochester Hills

NOVEMBER 8, 2015 • SUNDAY 
IACCM MEMORIAL MASS (more details to follow)

TIME • 11:30 AM mass
• Breakfast to follow
LOCATION

• Holy Family Church, Detroit

DECEMBER 2, 2015 • WEDNESDAY • MONTHLY MEETING
Election of Officers/Board of Directors 2016

TIME • 6:00 PM Board Meeting
• 6:30 PM General Membership Meeting
LOCATION
• Andiamo Italia • 7096 East 14 Mile Road, Warren
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Chairman’s
CORNER

Chamber Archives 
– sharing our history

Father Solanus Casey (RIP) born Nov. 25, 1870, died July 
31, 1957.

He was born into a large Irish American family of ten 
boys and six girls on a farm on the Mississippi River in 
Wisconsin.  He served as a Capuchin Priest  in Detroit, 
but also in New York City, Yonkers, NY and Huntington, 
Indiana. 

They say he spoke in a soft and quiet voice to all who 
came to him for help.  Some say his prayers cured 
illness. They called him “The Porter (doorkeeper) of St. 
Bonaventure”.  By the way there is a book of the same 
name which a great read. 

Locally we know he was the founder of the Capuchin 
Soup Kitchen which is more than 80 years old and today 
continues to feed the needy and homeless. 

The campaign to nominate him for Sainthood continues 
in the Vatican.  The process is very complex and at this 
point the outcome is unknown.

The IACCM is proud to be a contributor to the fund 
which enabled construction of the Father Solanus Center 
which is adjacent to the St. Bonaventure Church and 
Monastery at 1780 Mt. Elliot in Detroit.  If you visit the 
center, look for our engraved paver blocks (2) which are 
located  close (the left of) to the entrance. If you want to 
pray, you can do so at his burial site or leave a note as 
many people choose to do. 

A little religion is good for us all.  There are many 
books and writings available for purchase (at the Center 
gift shop and online) of Father Solanus legacy here in 
Detroit.      

The Archive Committee. 
P. Calcaterra, G. Esposito and F. Pompa

It has been asked, and I have often wondered myself, what 
is a chamber of commerce?  What does a chamber of 
commerce do?  So relying on the internet, I Googled it, and 
this is what I found:

Wikipedia describes a chamber of commerce as “a form 
of business network, for example, a local organization 
of businesses whose goal is to further the interests of 
businesses.”

The Association of Chamber of Commerce Executives 
defines it as “an organization of businesses seeking to further 
their collective interests while advancing their community, 
region, state or nation.”

It also mentions to provide more value to the members of a 
chamber of commerce, a chamber should:
1.  Network
2.  Update their own information
3.  Promote their business
4.  Communicate
5.  Find a job
6.  Find an employee
7.  Educate themselves

Now looking at our own Chamber, our mission statement 
and goals, I think the IACCM is following the protocol and 
the criteria of what has been outlined above.

The Board of Directors are incorporating different events 
among ourselves, as well as partnering up with other 
chambers and associations in an effort to further advance 
not only IACCM as an organization, but giving you, the 
members, the opportunity to participate to promote your 
business.

I think it is very important that when you know of an event 
that is going to take place or if there is the need to promote a 
business, i.e., hiring, grand opening, make sure you contact 
the Chamber office and let them know.  It is very easy for 
us to distribute the necessary information to our members, 
which will allow everyone to take full advantage of the 
opportunity.

I hope everyone enjoyed the summer, and I look forward to 
seeing everyone again when we start up again in September.

Best regards –
Ronald A. DiBartolomeo, Chairman of the Board

TIME TO UPDATE!
IACCM.NET ONLINE MEMBERSHIP DIRECTORY
Attention members:
Please take a minute to visit the Chambers web site at 
iaccm.net and click on the membership directory.  We 
are asking every  member to please check that all their 
information is listed properly.  If you see a discrepancy, 
or wish to make any changes, please contact the IACCM 
via email at iacc.mich@yahoo.com and indicate your 
changes or corrections.

Thank you for your cooperation!
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What’s Your 
Retirement Number?

Sam Ventimiglia, CLU®, RHU 
President 

 
How much money will you need in retirement?  
For most of us, the answer is not at all clear.  
Retirement does not have to be a mystery.  

A five-minute calculation can help you determine the 
amount you may need to enjoy the lifestyle you want.

Contact us today to learn the answer to one of the  
most important questions about your retirement.

Great Lakes Wealth Planning, Inc. 
26107 Harper Avenue, St. Clair Shores, MI 48081 

Office: (586) 773-6800  Toll Free: (877) SAM-VENT  Fax: (586) 773-6801 
Email: sam.ventimiglia@lpl.com  Website: www.glwealthplanning.com 

Securities offered through LPL Financial, Member FINRA/SIPC 

Joseph Toia Appointed 
Macomb County Judge 

By Governor

IACCM Past President and Shelby Township attorney 
Joseph Toia was named by Gov. Rick Snyder to 
fill the judicial vacancy on the bench of Macomb 
County Circuit Court.

“Throughout his 
career, Joseph has 
distinguished himself 
as an excellent lawyer 
and as a leader in 
community service,” 
Snyder said in a 
prepared statement. “I 
am confident that his 
experience will prove 
to be a great asset to the 
Macomb Circuit Court.”

Congratulations Joe, you deserve it!

Italian-American Chamber of Commerce 
Birthdays for: 

September
9/6 	 Ventimiglia, Joseph P. 
9/8 	 Lucido, Joseph                                                                    
9/10 	 Cavaliere, Ray                                                                    
9/11 	 Piccirilli, Umberto                                                                          
9/12 	 Gagleard, Michael                                                                            
9/14 	 Agosta, Andrew                                                                               
9/18 	 Crudo, Samual                                                                                
9/21 	 Lazzara, David A.  
9/22 	 Pianello, Vito   
9/24 	 DeFlaviis, Alfred                                                                 
9/28 	 Promesso, Charles                                                                 
9/28 	 Ventimiglia, Jaclyn C.              

October
10/2 	 Tocco, Nino                                                      
10/7 	 Palazzolo, Frank J.                                                               
10/12 	 Meli, Paul                                                                      
10/12	 Rubino, Joseph C.
10/24 	 Del Pup, Armen

November
11/2 	 Beaudette, Floyd C.                                                               
11/2 	 DiBartolomeo, Ronald A.
11/11 	 Marino, Al
11/15 	 Koss, Ralph                                                                       
11/17 	 Milkey, James A.                                                                  
11/18 	 Galli, Daniel A.  
11/18 	 Gentilia, John J.                                                                 

11/25 	 Calcaterra, Lawrence                                                              
11/26 	 Pellegrino, Joseph R.   

December
12/1 	 Apruzzese, Mario                                                                  
12/1 	 Lochirco, Salvatore                                                               
12/1 	 Cervone, Matthew D.
12/5 	 DeCarlo, Gary A.                                                                  
12/7 	 Gallo, Frank                                                                      
12/11 	 Marchiori, William L.                                                             
12/13 	 DiCicco, Lucia                                                                    
12/17 	 Caretti, Richard 
2/17 	 Bonadeo, David C.                                                                 
12/26 	 LaGrasso, Sam
12/27 	 Tenaglia, Michel                                                                  
12/28 	 Pascaretta, Joseph A.       

January
1/1 	 Maniaci, Philip J.                                                                
1/2 	 Yearego, James L.                                                                 
1/4 	 Marrocco, Peter 
1/13	 Tocco, Anthony M.                                                                  
1/14 	 Coppola, Frank                                                                    
1/20 	 Cardella, Michael                                                                 
1/22 	 Bommarito, Thomas                                                                 
1/22 	 Maceroni, James                                                                   
1/28 	 Torrice, Dr. Peter                                                                
 1/31 	 Cicchini, Paull                                                                    
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Italian American Chamber of Commerce
John B. Agosta 31st Annual Memorial Scholarship Golf Outing 

June 22, 2015 • Scalawags Country Club
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Brothers, Dave and Dan Galli, 
with Angela Pippi

Matt Baffo, Michael LaGrasso, Sam LaGrasso, and 
Frank Arcori waiting out the rain!

Italian American Chamber 
of Commerce John B. Agosta 

Memorial 32nd Annual 
Scholarship Golf Outing

As another year is quickly passing and I want to thank all the 
Chamber members, their friends and associates who supported 
this year’s golf outing. We had a record 159 golfers and 43 
hole sponsors which netted a profit of over $10,500. Since we 
started the scholarship fund we have granted over $200,000 
in scholarships and our golf outing has been a major source 
of that revenue. Your participation this year helped to provide 
12 students with scholarships ranging from $500 to $1,500. 
Without your support this would not be possible.

From all of us, a special thank you to Debbie Demick for 
keeping our finances in order, John DiGiuseppi for the great 
food, Scalawags Golf Club for hosting this year’s event, and 
all my committee members who contributed a great deal of 
time and talent to this event. A special acknowledgment 2015 
honoree Paul Calcaterra for all he has done for our Chamber 
and our Italian American Community.

Next year’s golf outing is currently in the planning stages, stay 
tuned for all the details.

I am looking forward to your participation. 

Best regards,

Andy Agosta
Chairman

Thomas Aiello
Rebecca Viviano

Jason Lazzara
Jackie Rola

Mia Minoletti
Scott Rola

Peter Lucido, III
Christina Morelli
Andrew Reside
Rachel Lazzara

Annie-Marie Goddard
David Halvorson

Marina Bommarito
Megan Notoriano

2015 Scholarship 
Recipients

2015 John B. Agosta Memorial Golf 
Outing honoree Paul Calcaterra 
receiving his plaque from golf 

chairmen Andy Agosta and Gus Russo!
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May 6, 2015 • Festa Della Lira • Eastpointe Manor

June 3, 2015 • Scholarship Awards Night • Petruzzello’s Banquet Center

6

 50/50 winner about to be announced 
by Tony Giordano

Festival Chairman Tony 
Giordano welcoming 
everyone to the event!

Another sell-out crowd anxiously awaits the evenings festivities! The lucky winners!

Committee Members Mark Garagiola, 
Joe Ventimiglia, and Joseph Toia 

pulling some winners!

Scholarship Chairman 
Joseph Toia with Columbus 

Day Queen Megan Notoriano

—2015 RECIPIENTS—

Annie-Marie Goddard Thomas Aiello David Halvorson Andrew Reside Christina Morelli

Marina Bommarito Peter Lucido III Rachel Lazzara Scott Rola

Jackie Rola Mia Minoletti Rebecca Viviano
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 ACCOUNTING/CPA
Metzler Locricchio Serra & Co., PC
Michael A. Locricchio, J.D., CPA
1800 West Big Beaver Rd., Ste. 100
Troy, MI 48084
(248) 822-9010 • www.mlscocpa.com

 AUTOMOBILE DEALERSHIP
Blue Water Chrysler Dodge Jeep
Gus Russo – John Russo
4080 24th Avenue • Port Huron, MI  48059
(586) 615-3585  • (810) 385-4481
Used Cars/Trucks  • Parts & Service/Body Shop

 AUTOMOBILE REPAIR
Butler’s Collision, Inc.
Roy Schnepper
17878 E. 13 Mile Road • Roseville, MI  48066
(586) 775-5750
Make Your Decision at Butler’s Collision
Personal Service / Professional Results

 BANQUET CENTERS/ RESTAURANTS
Mirage Banquet Center
John DiGiuseppe
16980 18 Mile Road • Clinton Township, MI  48038
(586) 228-2222
www.themiragebanquets.com
“Where elegance is always affordable”
Special discount for IACCM members

Fern Hill Golf Club
Dario Lanni
17600 Clinton River Road
Clinton Township, MI  48038
586-286-4700 • www.fernhillgc.com
“The perfect venue for your special event!”

DeCarlo’s Banquet Center
Gary A. DeCarlo
6015 E. 10 Mile Road • Warren, MI  48091
(586)759-6500
Family owned and operated business since 1969
7 banquet rooms accommodating
35 to 1400 guests

 CATERING
V.P. Catering by Mirage
John DiGiuseppe
16980 18 Mile Road
Clinton Township, MI  48038
(586)790-4300
www.vpcatering.com
“What catering was meant to be!”
Special discount for IACCM members

 EMPLOYEE BENEFIT PLANS
Professional Benefit Planners
James Milkey
16401 E. 9 Mile • Eastpointe, MI 48021
(586) 445-8800
Your Benefits Team
Providing Positive Solutions
All Carriers Represented

 EYE DOCTOR/OPTOMETRY
St. Clair Eye of Shelby
Charles G. Shermetaro, O.D.
48873 Hayes Road • Shelby Township, MI  48315
(586) 247-2121
Complete Optometric Services
Most Insurances Accepted
15% Discount on all eye wear, excluding 
insurance, other discounts and contacts.
www.stclaireyeoptometry.com

 FLOORING/CARPETING
Michigan Floors, Inc.
Chuck Promesso
43978 N. Gratiot • Clinton Township, MI  48036
(586) 465-6980
Carpet – Wood – Laminate – Vinyl
40 Years Serving Metro Area
Up to 20% discount on materials
 
 FUNERAL HOMES
Wujek-Calcaterra & Sons
Larry Calcaterra
36900 Schoenherr • Sterling Heights, MI  48312
(586) 826-8550
54880 Van Dyke • Shelby Twp., MI  48316
(586) 677-4000

 INSURANCE
Timpa Insurance
James G. Timpa
39378 Aynesley • Clinton Twp., MI 48038
(586) 226-1550
Providing Pension Plans  and
Medicare Supplement Plans
Free Consultations

 INVESTMENTS/FINANCIAL  ADVISORS
Great Lakes Wealth
Planning, Inc.
Sam P. Ventimiglia, CLU, RHU • Colin Casey, CFP®
Financial Consultants
26107 Harper • St. Clair Shores, MI 48081
(586) 773-6800 • www.glwealthplanning.com
Securities offered through LPL Financial
Member FINRA/SIPC

Premiere Estate Planners, LLC
Donald P. Carnaghi
16950 19 Mile Rd. • Clinton Twp., MI  48038
(586) 228-7772
Independent Fee Only RIA
Get a second opinion •  Portfolio Review

Grapevine Membership Business Directory

We Specialize In:
• Banquets • Awards Dinners • Weddings • Dances • Political Rallies 

• Retirements • Showers • Church Events • Catering to your location • School  & Scout Banquets

  One of Michigan’s
Largest Banquet Facilities 

 www.decarlosbanquets.com

Join Our Friends and Family Program and save $$$ 

1-586-759-6500
6015 E. 10 Mile Rd.  – Just south of I-696   

 ½ Block East of Mound
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OFFICERS

PRESIDENT
David F. Galli

1ST VICE PRESIDENT
Vito Pianello

2ND VICE PRESIDENT
David A. Lazzara

SECRETARY
Stefano Militello

FINANCIAL SECRETARY
Michael Locricchio

TREASURER
Antonio DeLuca

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

CHAIRMAN
Ronald A. DiBartolomeo

PAST PRESIDENTS 2015
Paul Calcaterra
Thomas Lanni

TERMS ENDING 2015
Charles F. Colombo
Peter A. Fuciarelli

Charles G. Shermetaro, OD

TERMS ENDING 2016
Anthony R. Giordano, DPM

Mark D. Garagiola
Nunzio Provenzano

TERMS ENDING 2017
Daniel Galli

Frank J. Palazzolo
Angela Pippi

PAST PRESIDENTS COUNCIL

IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT
Andrew Agosta

PAST PRESIDENTS COUNCIL
2013 Joseph P. Ventimiglia

2011 Joseph Toia, Esq.
2010 Thomas Bommarito

2009 Ned R. Piccinini
2008 Ronald A. DiBartolomeo
2007 Salvatore P. Ventimiglia
2006 William A. Morelli, Sr.

2004 Paul Calcaterra
2000 Benedetto Marrocco

1999 Augustino Russo
1994 Angelo Lanni

1991 Thomas B. Lanni
1979 Frank Pompa

1978 Mark Valente, Jr.
1974 Joseph GrimaudoGrimaudo

The Italian American Chamber of Commerce of Michigan

Mission
Statement

The Italian American 
Chamber of Commerce  

of Michigan
“To nurture an environment 
for business and professional 
growth inclusive of our Italian 

history and culture, that provides 
our members the commercial, 

educational, and charitable 
forums necessary to inspire pride 
throughout the Italian community, 

and to establish a relationship 
of trust and service between our 

members and our fellow citizens.”
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